Association for Humanist Sociology, Inc.

Board Meeting
Conference Call, September 5, 2014
Board Members Present:   Stephen Adair, David Embrick, Kasey Henricks, Rebecca Hensley, Churck Koeber, Susan Machum, Alan Spector, Dawn Tawwater, Johnny Williams.
Other members present:  Mary Erdmans, Kathy Gaianguest, Daina Harvey, Hephzibah Strmic-Pawl, Bhoomi Thakore. 
Minutes taken by Rebecca Hensley.

President’s Report:  Stephan Adair reported that he believes the Conference will not go over budget this year. He raised the issue of the passing of Don Goodman, a long-time member of AHS, presenting Kathy Tiemann’s proposal to establish The Donald Goodman Anti-Violence Award to recognize the work of an individual or organization that advocates anti-violence.  It was agreed that this would have to be raised at the Business Meeting. It was, however, decided to dedicate the hospitality room gathering on Thursday evening at the Conference to Goodman’s memory.
Publications Report:  David Embrick reported that submissions for publication have increased substantially (to about fifty) this year. The website has been cleaned up and the backlog addressed. Reviewers still commit without always following through.  There are 4-5 articles per issue now. But there were no submissions for the Langenfield Award, which might be an indicator that the parameters are too narrow, though the parameters were built into the Award from its inception.  Adair suggested listing the Langenfield Award in Footnotes  as a method of generating increased interest. The publication team has now met its goal of being a couple of issues ahead. 
Embrick suggested moving the website to Wordpress because the current site is being hosted at Central Connecticut State, where the system is now Dreamweaver, which is too technical for our purposes.

Bhoomi Thakore (Book Award Committee Chair) reported that 56 books were submitted for consideration this year and the final decision was a tie.  Shannon Elizabeth Bell won for Our Roots Run Deep as Ironweed and Seth Holmes won for Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies: Migrant Farmworkers in the United States. Both authors will attend the conference, where they will share a session and present their respective work.
Nominations Committee Report:   Jeffrey Torlina (Nominations Committee Senior Co-Chair) was unable join the conference call, so Dawn Tawwater (Committee Junior Co-Chair) represented the Committee. Considerable discussion involved confusion that occurred during the Committee’s process to select the candidates on this year’s ballot and how to ensure that future Committees are more comfortable in fulfilling their role. The Committee had drafted and sent out a Memo primarily concerning apparent inconsistencies between the Constitution and the Handbook. Prior to the call, Karen Gaianguest, who chaired the AHS Constitution Revision Committee 2008-2012, kindly and rigorously reviewed the concerns and addressed them in a document she provided in clarification and response, which was greatly helpful.
Secretary’s Report:  The new online electoral process implemented last spring appeared to work well. Emails went out successfully to 111 individual paid members with a link to the ballot and randomly selected numbers to authenticate their ballot without identifying the member. Forty-two completed ballots were returned (39% of the possible total). This was a marked improvement over past elections through the mail and the results were as follows:  Chuck Koeber was confirmed as AHS President-Elect (2016); Susan Machum was elected Vice President of Publications;  Johnny Williams was elected to continue serving as Vice President of Membership;  Bhoomi Thakore and Kasey Henricks were elected to the Nominations Committee.

All four of the resolutions discussed and formulated at last year’s annual meeting were approved. They included:  (1) a new dues structure (to increase AHS financial base to better cover expenses); (2) the creation of a new Distinguished Service Award (to recognize long-standing commitment to AHS); (3) the creation of a new Humanity & Society Distinguished Paper Award (to encourage submissions and recognize notable work); (4) AHS support – as an organization – of a call for the release of Albert Woodfox (who has been held in solitary confinement for more than four decades because of his work organizing the first Black Panther Party prison chapter in the early 1970s).

The Conference Call’s time limit was reached and the meeting ended.
