Association for Humanist Sociology, Inc.

Board Meeting

Conference Call, June 8, 2015

Board Members Present:   Stephen Adair, David Embrick, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Rebecca Hensley, Chuck Koeber, Susan Machum, Greta Pennel, Bhoomi Thakore, Johnny Williams.

Minutes taken by Rebecca Hensley.

President’s Report:  Because there was a good bit to discuss about other matters and some of the Board had other commitments to attend to before this meeting would be over, and in view of the fact that Kathleen has been sending  emails on a regular basis to keep the membership apprised of new developments concerning the Annual Meeting, she simply reported that everything is in place for the our Meeting in the fall and that it appears that attendance will be good because schools in the area are showing an interest. She did remind all Board members to bring reports for the opening Board Meeting on Wednesday, October 21st. 
Kathleen asked if it would be possible to have the Opening Board Meeting on Wednesday evening, since the conference program is quite full and members who would like to attend the Board Meeting might not want to miss sessions. Some Board Members were not sure they could make it to a meeting on Wednesday evening, so the issue will need to be resolved later. She also asked about the projectors that belong to the organization. Chuck said he has two. Greta said she has one. And both agreed to bring them to the meeting.
Election Results: Stephen Adair reported that these AHS positions were filled as follows:

President (2017) – Rebecca Hensley


Treasurer – Greta Pennell (appointed by the Board to replace Chuck Koeber, now President-Elect)


Nominations Committee – Daina Cheyenne Harvey (Co-Chair)





     Codie Stone





     Hephzibah Strmic-Pawl

Treasurer’s Report:  Greta Pennell has officially taken over as Treasurer of AHS, but Chuck Koeber has been working closely with her as she makes the transition. Chuck suggested that, in the future, when a new treasurer is taking over, AHS would do well to subsidize both being at the annual meeting a day early to switch banks, etc., face to face, which would save a great deal of time for the new treasurer. Greta wrote an extensive mid-year Treasurer’s report. Main points included:

· Our new bank is PNC bank, chosen for cost, services, and convenience.
· The Square account we use to accept payments at the Annual Meeting is now connected to the PNC account.

· The transition to our new website in February worked seamlessly with Square.

· Our website domain name is renewed until 3/12/2024.

· All necessary paperwork and the filing fee for our federal and state filings have been submitted to our CPA, Sal Patti, and were to be completed by the end of June.

· A separate annual report to remain in good standing as an incorporated entity has to be filed each January in New Jersey, where our articles of incorporation are registered.

· Sage has taken responsibility for the charges to store past issues of Humanity & Society.
· As of June 2, our total bank account balance was $28,727.85.
· AHS has 117 members, including 2 complementary memberships and one life membership.
· Starting in 2016, all member renewals will be on the dues schedule approved by the membership in Spring of 2014. Any renewals received after September 1st will be counted for 2016 and those members will receive issue #4 of 2015, as well as all 4 of the 2016 issues.
Publication Report:  David Embrick reminded the Board that his tenure as the Editor and Kasey Henricks’ tenure as the Managing Editor of Humanity & Society will be up December of 2016. He reported that the journal is now two issues ahead and that they’re already working on the February issue. He suggested that an overlap from August to December would be advisable to provide a smooth transition, at least partly because there is a learning curve to working with Sage.

The Frank Lindenfeld Outstanding Student Paper competition has received no submissions. It was suggested that it might be because the topic must advocate in some way for more humanistic workplaces. Nevertheless, it was felt that this was the original intent of the award and it is only appropriate to keep it consistent with that intent.
The Humanity & Society Distinguished Paper Award – After some discussion, it was clarified that Susan Machum is in charge of the process to make this award, but that it is chosen by the Deputy Editors of Humanity & Society, along with the Managing Editor. The Managing Editor chairs the committee, but does not cast a vote, except in the rare instance of a tie vote.  Under normal circumstances, Sage Press will provide the award certificate, but in order for this to occur, the decision has to be made at least 2 months prior to the Annual Meeting. If we are unable to meet the deadline this year as a result of the stated lack of clarity, AHS may have to purchase the award certificate for the 2015 award. 
The Betty and Alfred McClung Lee Book Award has received 71 nominations.
The AHS Distinguished Service Award has had no nominations to date. This is our first year to make the award and we would like to do so at the Annual Meeting, if an appropriate member is nominated. Kathleen agreed to email the membership about the award and Greta Pennell reminded us that self nominations are not accepted for it.
The Humanist Sociologist:  Susan Machum reminded the Board that we need a new Editor for The Humanist Sociologist.
Secretary:  Greta Pennell reminded the Board that a new Secretary will have to be appointed at the end of the Annual Meeting in October because Rebecca Hensley will then be taking her position as President-Elect.

President-Elect’s Report:  Chuck Koeber reported that the 2016 Annual Meeting will be held at the Hilton Doubletree Hotel in the Denver Tech Center in Greenwood Village, Colorado, 20 miles south of downtown Denver. He and Bhoomi Thakore explored the area and feel confident that it will serve AHS well and offer a good opportunity to consider the contradictions of capitalism and racial inequality, as well as the impact of urban development and sprawl, all with a view of the mountains. He is exploring, among other things, the possibility of finding a speaker who was among the leadership in the marijuana legalization movement and can speak to building grassroots movements generally.
Respectfully submitted by Rebecca Hensley.
