Association for Humanist Sociology, Inc.

Board Meeting
Conference Call, December 13, 2013

Board Members Present:   Alan Spector, Stephen Adair, , Johnny Williams, Susan Machum, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Chuck Koeber, Rebecca Hensley

Other members present:  David Embrick, Bhoomi Thakore, Dawn Tawwater, Mary Erdmans, Karen Tejada, Joti Sekhon
Minutes taken by Rebecca Hensley.

Previous Minutes:   Board members considered and approved minutes from the Board meetings at the Annual Meeting in October, 2013.
President’s Report:  Stephan Adair reported that plans for the Annual Meeting on October 8-12, 2014, in Cleveland, Ohio, are going well. An announcement will appear in Footnotes (the ASA newsletter) in February. Five hundred announcement flyers will go to the Eastern Sociological Society conference February 20, with Susan Machum, Johnny Williams, and Mary Erdman expecting to attend that conference.  It was agreed that abstracts should be restricted to 150 words (to make the abstracts ready for use in the program). Stephan said he would develop a pulldown menu allowing for the submission of abstracts online only under the required length. Mary requested and received input concerning the preliminary program. It was suggested that July 15th to August 15th will be the high production period toward that end, with the preliminary program in place by August 15th. David suggested that session organizers be instructed that sessions not fully organized will be dropped from the program at the preliminary stage. It was also discussed that paper presenters and session organizers don’t always like the time or place they are assigned. Nevertheless, since it is unlikely that we would ever be able to please everyone in this regard, it was agreed that the question on acceptance of a paper or session would be: “When can you not come?”
Publications’ Report:  David Embrick (Editor in Chief) described his ideas related to a restructuring of the Editorial Board for Humanity & Society. He would like to see a members-only Deputy Editorial Board and a group of 32 Associate Editors, 25% of which may be non-members. The thought is that sociologists outside the organization with specific areas of special interest and who adequately demonstrate a grasp of the AHS perspective could heighten the credibility of the journal, provide needed input in their areas of expertise, and increase the likelihood that others outside of AHS would hear about and submit to the journal. Language in the Constitution related to expectations of Associate Editor reviewers would include their continued service being subject to renewal (with right of appeal) and a provision in place to remove them before their term is up for inactivity (as necessary). Since the AHS Constitution (Section 14 of Article 4) requires that an Editorial Board must be made up of AHS members, the necessary change in the Constitution would have to be approved by vote of the membership on the spring ballot. Protracted discussion produced unanimous agreement to proceed accordingly.
Bhoomi Thakore (Book Award Committee Chair) reported that Christine Wood, Marc Settembrino, and Damian Contessa have agreed to serve on the Book Award Committee for this year. The Board agreed unanimously that these members should serve in this capacity.
Treasurer’s Report:  Chuck Koeber reported that the $3000 royalty on the last issue of Humanity & Society did, indeed, go to Sage (a question unanswered at the time of the Annual Meeting). The Annual Meeting had a shortfall of $3040, but AHS will exit the year with between $30,000 and $35,000 in the account. Additionally, paid memberships for 2014 are up, with 55 renewals already in and plans in place to keep that upward trajectory in motion. Having done the research to ascertain the best fit for AHS to make available membership renewal online and at the annual meeting, Chuck suggested that we should invest in a Square Credit Card Reader, which we unanimously agreed was an excellent and cost effective solution to a very basic organizational need.
Nominations Committee Report:   Jeffrey Torlina (Nominations Committee Senior Co-Chair) was unable join the conference call, so Dawn Tawwater (Committee Junior Co-Chair) reported that the committee’s work had been complicated somewhat by levels of concern related to the process of choosing candidates to run for the open positions. Some committee members felt unclear as to exactly how the process was supposed to work and the upshot was that a member who was put forward for consideration to fill the position of President for 2016 did not get fully vetted for that role. Discussion was emotional, largely due to confusion based on the fact that no one seemed to have knowledge of all the information related to the situation. Ultimately, Alan Spector suggested that such communication difficulties are typical when a group is transitioning from a close knit family style organization to a more formal organizational structure.  It was agreed that Board members would work to assist the Nominations Committee so that they could finalize the ballot. The Board also discussed the possibility of running more than one Presidential candidate at a time in the future.

Possible Support for Campaign to Free the Angola 3:  Rebecca Hensley requested the Board’s approval to present a referendum on the coming ballot so that members could vote on whether or not AHS wants to  officially support the Campaign to Free the Angola 3. Albert Woodfox is the only member of the Angola 3 who remains incarcerated, having been in solitary confinement for 42 years, apparently for his active role in organizing prisoners at Angola as a Black Panther in the 1970’s. The Board agreed that the referendum should be on the ballot and requested that Rebecca write a brief statement for the winter edition of the AHS newsletter so that membership would understand better what the referendum is about.
The Conference Call’s time limit was reached and the meeting ended.
