
Letter from the Editor
Saher Selod, Simmons College

AHS Members,

Welcome to the Fall 2013 issue of The Humanist Sociologist! In
this issue you will find the final program for the upcoming con-
ference (October 9-13) in Arlington, VA entitled Racism,
Capitalism, Crisis and Resistance. You will also find the latest
news from your AHS members, an article by Rebecca Hensley on
the power of blogging and a call for papers for the 2014 Annual
AHS conference in Cleveland, Ohio.

As always, I look forward to hearing from you for the Winter
2014 newsletter. Please consider submitting any articles, news,
updates and pictures for the next issue. Good times are sure to be
had at the conference, so please consider taking a few pictures and
sending them to me at saher.selod@simmons.edu. You can see
below what fun we had in the hospitality suite in Nashville with
our current president entertaining us with his musical talents. We
hope to continue this tradition next week!

Finally please remember in order for AHS to stay a strong and
healthy organization, it is IMPERATIVE everyone renew and pay
their membership fees as well as their registration fee.

I look forward to seeing you all at the conference!
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NEWS from AHS MEMBERS
Congratulations to Pamela Quiroz and Nilda Flores Gonzaelz
who have been named co-editors of Social Problems for the 2014-
2017 term. Given the intersecting interests of the AHS and Social
Problems they encourage members of AHS to submit articles.

Pamela Quiroz’s recent publication, "School as the solution to
the 'problem' of urban place: Student migration, perceptions of
safety, and children's concept of community" is currently online
in the Childhood Journal and due in print in 2014. This is a case
study of how student migration impacts low income fourth grade
African American and Latino children who leave their neighbor-
hoods to attend a state-of-the art facility in a downtown urban
area. Children at the World Citizens School convey how safety
plays a key role in their restrictions by parents and in their daily
lives in a near total institutional environment. The use of multiple
methods that include community asset maps and self-directed
photography show how the social relations of community are
modified by student migration and how one community is dis-
placed by another.
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Anthony Ladd, Loyola University New Orleans, has a recent
publication titled: "Stakeholder Perceptions of Socioeconomic
Impacts From Unconventional Natural Gas Development and
Hydraulic Fracturing in the Haynesville Shale" in the Fall 2013
issue of Journal of Rural Social Sciences.

Jason Smith was invited to serve as a member on the National
Programs Assessment Committee for the National Association of
El Sistema Inspired Programs. El Sistema programs are after-
school music programs aimed at engaging youth in new and inno-
vative ways.

Werner Lange has several publications (listed below) and on
September 9th, 2013 organized a candlelight peace vigil against
any US war in Syria in downtown Youngstown, Ohio.

"A Voice in the Wilderness: W.E.B.DuBois on Peace," 488
pages, Lambert Academic Publishing, Saarbrücken, Germany,
August 2013.

"Amish Under Siege in America," 61 pages, Lambert
Academic Publishing Saarbrücken, Germany, June 20-13.

"On the Passing of W.E.B. DuBois, and the Torch, 50 years
ago," Op-Ed, The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio August 25,
2013.

Levon Chorbajian (UMass Lowell) was interviewed on the his-
tory and current status of the Armenian/Azeri conflict over the
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh and the recent Gezi Park protests
in Istanbul. The interview was published in Agos, the newspaper
founded by Hrant Dink, the martyred Turkish-Armenian journal-
ist and human rights activist.

To Blog or Not to Blog –
Is THAT the Question?

Rebecca Hensley
Southeastern Louisiana University

’m a blogger. Make no bones about that. In fact, I started
blogging because my students in race classes wanted more. I

was “just” an adjunct at the time and they had me standing next
to my car for hours after class in the parking lot in the middle of
the night. So I agreed to meet them regularly outside of class in a
conference room at the library.

Pretty soon (smart cookie that I am), it occurred to me that this
was adding a whole 3-hour class period to my week (without pay
or any kind of consideration) and they were making noises like
one was not enough. So I decided to take a different tack. I could
write a blog. I could say roughly whatever I wanted, since I was-
n’t going to use my real name (duh!). I could write it anytime,
dressed in my pajamas, if I liked. They could read it whenever
they pleased. And if they had a comment or question, I could

address it when I got around to it. In fact, if it was a question I had
answered already elsewhere, I could simply refer them to the
appropriate post. Win, win, and more win.

That was more than eight years and a couple of hundred thou-
sand hits ago. My blog on race is now read in over two hundred
countries and whatever academe thinks or does not think of the
practice, I can’t imagine I would have reached anything like that
number with a book.

It does take time. I have been known to spend as much as six
or eight hours on one post (after all, I’m writing for publication).
On the other hand, I have on occasion let my readers cool their
heels for more than a month while I was busy or something. Still,
I once got a call from Cengage requesting to use one of my posts
in a book on social problems related to welfare and they paid me
to do it…!

So what the heck? I’m going to use up all the hours in my days
one way or the other, right? I can’t make tenure without a Ph.D.
at my university anyway. And my daughter – who makes it a
point to be openly unimpressed by me as often as possible – once
confided somewhat ruefully: “I have to tell you, Mom. My friends
decided the other day that it’s really cool you blog.”

It doesn’t get better than that.
To take a look at some of the better sociology blogs on the

internet right now, see:

AVery Public Sociologist
http://averypublicsociologist.blogspot.com

Everyday Sociology
http://nortonbooks.typepad.com/everydaysociology

Sociological Images
http://thesocietypages.org/socimages

Sociology in Focus
http://www.sociologyinfocus.com

The Global Sociology Blog
http://globalsociology.com

The SocJournal
http://www.sociology.org

This Sociological Life
http://simplysociology.wordpress.com

Why Am I Not Surprised?
http://www.whyaminotsurprised.blogspot.com

Red Sociology
http://redsociology.com
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Call for Papers, Presentations and Sessions
THEASSOCIATION FOR HUMANIST SOCIOLOGY 2014 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Injustice, Exploitation, Racism, and the Activist Foundations of Sociology
October 8-12, 2014 in Cleveland, Ohio

Social “development” often only deepens structural processes that perpetuate injustice, exploita-
tion, and racism. American slavery provided cause for a racist ideology that may have clouded peo-
ple’s vision, but it could not conceal the violence and exploitation at its core. In the early days of
industrial production, the direct social relations between workers and owners enabled the worker to
see the contribution of their own poverty to both the property and the pockets of the owner.
Today, racial inequality continues with great effect in a “color-blind” system “without racists.”
Today, poverty often appears to be more about neglect, than active exploitation. Few can trace
their dispossession to the accumulations of others, while those who accumulate insulate themselves
from those who bear the cost of their good fortune.

The activist foundation of sociology resides in the good work of founders – Addams, DuBois, Marx,
Fanon, de Beauvoir, Lee, and so many others – who challenged illusions to address structural injus-
tices. It resides in the thousands of students who are drawn into sociology classrooms because
they have come to see that the social world is not as they had been led to believe. And it resides in
intellectual work that identifies and documents social conditions hidden beneath the veneer of our
public discourse.

If a more just world lies in our future (and perhaps even if it does not), then future generations will
look back and shake their heads over our barbarism. Between us and that future, much work will be
needed to assess, challenge and dismantle the systems, processes, and ideologies that perpetuate
our current inhumanity. Sociologists may not lead such a transformation, but some fraction of
them (AHS members at least) will be there to inquire, to study, to document, to inform, to agitate,
and to teach of the promises and perils in change and the inadequacies of current conditions.

Papers and session topics that build from this foundation are encouraged, but we welcome all
submissions of interest to sociologists and humanists.

Abstracts for papers, presentations or sessions as well as any questions should be submitted
by July 15 to the ProgramChair, Mary Erdmans mpe10@case.edu,

or the 2014 AHS President, Stephen Adair adairs@ccsu.edu



ple. 

But it would be great if AHS can 
transition to being that on a 
larger scale -- where AHS mem-
bers in different regions main-
tain contact, events, mini-
conferences, workshops on 
teaching, study/reading groups 
to build cohesion so that AHS 
can sustain and grow.  Many 
AHS members appreciate the 
sense of community we find at 
AHS conferences, but there is 
no reason why AHS cannot 
grow and still maintain, even 
enhance the community while 
learning more from each other 
and increasing our impact on 
helping to build a more human-
istic world -- a world where peo-
ple are freed from exploitation 
and oppression and are free to 
develop our productive, crea-
tive qualities.  So consider do-
ing more than just attending an 
AHS event -- consider joining 
AHS, participating on commit-
tees, writing for the publica-
tions, encouraging others to 
attend events and join, and 
helping to build AHS activities 
in local areas between confer-
ences.  Next year is Cleveland -- 
start planning now! 

Welcome to the Washington 
area and the 2013 AHS Annual 
Conference. This year's confer-
ence promises to be very re-
warding because so many peo-
ple have come forward with 
great proposals.  I do hope that 
participants will consider taking 
part in the Harpers Ferry tour, 
which is a unique experience, 
and the Activist Lunch on Fri-
day, which will offer an im-
portant presentation by Dr. 
Taye Woldesmiate, president 
(in-exile) of the Ethiopian 
Teachers Union and an interna-
tional leader for labor rights 
and against ethnic discrimina-
tion.  The lunch also offers the 
opportunity to network infor-
mally with others.  And, of 
course, you get lunch!  The 
Friday night Keynote Speaker, 
Dr. Finley C. Campbell, is a long 
time veteran teacher and or-
ganizer against racism whose 
insights have proven valuable 
in the struggle for social jus-
tice.  Another special event, for 
Saturday evening, is a perfor-
mance by D.C. area youth "The 
R Street Collective", whose 
powerful messages will pro-
voke in profoundly important 
ways. 

Three points (which you will 
likely hear me repeat often) -- 

1) The theme of this year's 
conference is "Racism-
Capitalism-Crisis-
Resistance."  It is focused on 
the understanding that racist 
(broadly defined) exploitation, 
oppression and racist ideas 
and divisions are not only obvi-
ously destructive to those racial
-ethnic minorities but that this 
is the cutting edge of class 
oppression and is used as a 
sledge hammer to divide and 
weaken the entire struggle for 
social justice.  Therefore, as 

we resist the various abuses 
and oppression that we all 
experience --from sexism, to 
destruction of the environment, 
to economic hardship, to a 
culture of dehumanization, to 
political repression--we should 
understand that the front edge, 
not the only part, but the front 
edge of the struggle against 
oppression must be the strug-
gle against "race-ethnic" exploi-
tation/oppression. To me, that 
also means that AHS members 
should work in a determined, 
consistent way to increase the 
"race-ethnic" and global diversi-
ty of our membership and lead-
ership. 

2) This year's theme emphasiz-
es the connection between 
capitalist exploitation and rac-
ist exploitation/oppression. It 
raises important questions as 
to whether (on Earth) capital-
ism could exist without racism 
and racism could exist without 
capitalism. If the answers seem 
to point towards "NO", then 
what are the implications for 
how we organize? 

3) Many organizations have as 
their purpose accomplishing 
certain specific goals. Other 
groups have the additional goal 
of being more like a movement, 
where the goals are many 
and a major goal is to grow in 
order to broaden the strug-
gle.  AHS com-
bines these two, 
and most AHS 
folks appreciate 
that AHS is not 
merely a place to 
"learn things" but 
is a "safe" place, a 
place for learning 
for action, a place 
to meet and build 
relationships with 
like-minded peo-

RACISM, CAPITALISM, CRISIS & RESISTANCE 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR HUMANIST SOCIOLOGY 

Special points of inter-
est: 

AHS Band 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. 
Finley C. Campbell 

Activist Lunch Speak-
er: Dr. Taye Woldes-
miate 

Special Event: Harp-
ers Ferry 

Workshop by Randy 
Stoecker  

Special Session on 
Retirement by Hal 
Pepinsky 

Special Interactive 

Film & Discussion: 
The Invisible War 

Film & Discussion: 
Dirty Energy 

Film & Discussion: 
Survival of the Fast-
est 

2013 ANNUAL MEETINGS ARLINGTON, VA October 9-13, 2013 

INSIDE THIS PROGRAM: 

Wednesday 9th 2

Thursday 10th 2

Friday 11th 10 

Saturday 12th 21 

Sunday 13th 32 
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Registration Table, Room: Lincoln 
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AHS Opening Board Meeting, Room: Madison 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 9th, 2013 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 10th, 2013 
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-
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America will 

destroy 

ignorance or 

ignorance will 

destroy the 

W.E.B. DuBois 

-



on as a social 

device has 

characteristics 

other than the 

mere 

presentation of 

ideas by one 

man to others.  

For his ideas 

to be 

acceptable, for 

the listener or 

reader to be 

convinced, 

something 

must indicate 

Alfred 

McClung Lee 
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hold a core belief 

that is very strong. 

When they are  

presented with 

evidence that works 

against that belief, 

the new  

evidence cannot be 

accepted. It would 

create a feeling 

that is  

extremely 

uncomfortable, 

called cognitive 

dissonance. And 

because it  

is so important to 

protect the core 

belief, they will 

rationalize,  

ignore and even 

deny anything that 

doesn't fit in with 

Franz Fanon 
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a stupid 

system, a 

backward 

Stokely 

Carmichael 
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beneficence is 

totally 

inadequate to 

deal with the 

vast numbers 

of the city's 

disinherited." 

Jane Adams 

-

-
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ELECTIONS 

AND THE 

FUTURE OF 

ANTI-RACISM 

IN 21ST 

CENTURY 

AMERIKA OR 

HOW WE GOT 

DRUNK WITH 

OBAMA'S HOPE 

LIQUOR AND 

FAILED TO SEE 

Eduardo 

Bonilla-Silva, 

2008 AHS 

Keynote 

Address 
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the problem 

between the 

white race and 

the colored, 

between males 

and females, 

lies in healing 

the split that 

originates in the 

very foundation 

of our lives, our 

culture, our 

languages, our 

thoughts. A 

massive 

uprooting of 

dualistic 

thinking in the 

individual and 

collective 

consciousness 

is the beginning 

of a long 

struggle, but 

one that could, 

in our best 

hopes, bring us 

to the end of 

rape, of 

violence, of 

Gloria E. 

Anzaldúa  
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"One of the key 

components in 

environmental 

justice is 

getting people 

to the table to 

speak for 

themselves ... 

they need to 

be in the room 

where policy is 

being made." 

Robert Bullard 
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accidental that 

the American 

bourgeoisie 

has intensified 

its oppression, 

not only of the 

Negro people 

in general, but 

of Negro 

women in 

particular. 

Nothing so 

exposes the 

drive to 

fascization in 

the nation as 

the callous 

attitude which 

the bourgeoisie 

displays and 

cultivates 

toward Negro 

Claudia 

Cumberbatch 

Jones 
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creates a state 

Simone de 

Beauvoir 
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do not act 

dialogically, but 

insist on 

imposing their 

decisions, do 

not organize 

the people--they 

manipulate 

them. They do 

not liberate, nor 

are they 

liberated: they 

Paulo Freire 
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preaches 

integration 

and practices 

Malcolm X 

-
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-

missing. We're 

missing argument. 

We're missing 

debate. We're 

missing colloquy. 

We're missing all 

sorts of things. 

Instead, we're 

accepting.
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return in ten 

years, plant 

trees. To reap 

a return in 

100, cultivate 

Ho Chi Minh  
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"

think the 

people of the 

slave states 

will ever 

consider the 

subject of 

slavery in its 

true light till 

some other 

argument is 

resorted to 

other than 

moral 

John Brown 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 13th, 2013 

-

-

- -
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AHS Closing Board Meeting, Room; Coffee and breakfast provided. 
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To all who participated or attended the conference: please consider send-
ing your paper in to Humanity and Society -- the journal of AHS.  H&S is 
always looking for good manuscripts. We promise serious consideration 
and helpful feedback. " 
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to the 

dominated 

classes, the 

function of the 

capitalist state 

is to prevent 

their political 

organization 

which would 

overcome their 

economic 

Nicos 

Poulantzas 

-

-

-

-

- -



the first place, 

is a weapon 

used by the 

wealthy to 

increase the 

profits they 

bring in by 

paying Black 

workers less 

Angela Davis 
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Societies Without Borders: Human Rights and the Social Sciences is a double-blind, peer reviewed journal that aims at breaking down the walls between the 
disciplines of Social Sciences, Human Rights, Environmental Sciences, and the Humanities. Societies Without Borders: Human Rights and the Social Scien-
ces is proud to include articles by scholars, activists, teachers, and practitioners who understand the importance of collaborative efforts to affect and study 

change, for the dissemination of knowledge, and for case-based prototypes.  

Co-editors David Brunsma, Mark Frezzo, & Keri Iyall Smith are pleased to invite submissions and welcome: 

 

5000-8000 word manuscripts that contribute to the social scientific understanding of human rights. Manuscripts should be original, theoretically-
informed, methodologically rigorous, yet accessible to a broad readership.  

Research notes, commentaries, short analyses or arguments that are 1000-3000 words long for publication as Notes from the Field.

Short essays for our Living Human Rights page a view into the ways that people are demanding respect of their human rights. 

Artistic works for inclusion as Expressions of Human Rights.

Contact the co-editors for more information: submissions@societieswithoutborders.org 

 

Societies Without Borders: 
Human Rights and the Social Sciences 
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significant 
problems we 
have cannot be 
solved at the 
same level of 
thinking with 
which we 

Albert Einstein 
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Who Are We
The Association for Humanist Sociology

Our Past: The Association arose out of growing disenchantment with conventional sociology and
a need for a more clearly value committed emphasis in sociological work. We came together in 1976,
not out of shared politics or similar "schools" of sociology, which were, and still are, richly varied,

but out of a common concern for "real life" problems of peace, equality, and social justice.

Our Philosophy: Humanists view people not merely as products of social forces but also as shapers of
social life, capable of creating social orders in which everyone's potential can unfold.

Our Purpose: Accordingly, humanist sociologists study life with a value commitment to advance that
possibility through scholarship and practice. We intend to be an active support network for
sociologists committed to humanist values, as they practice sociology in institutions often

hostile to such an approach. To this end, we produce a quarterly journal,
Humanity & Society, as well as a newsletter, The Humanist Sociologist;

we organize national meetings and have sessions at regional sociology conferences.


